HOW IT WORKS ?

How to Apply for a Trademark

1. Conduct a Trademark Search

e Check Existing Trademarks: Before applying, conduct a search to ensure that your
desired trademark is not already registered or similar to an existing one. You can use the
|IP India trademark search tool for this purpose.

2. Prepare Required Documents

o Individual or Company Details: Name, address, and nationality of the applicant.

o Business Registration Proof: Incorporation certificate or any relevant business
documents.

o Trademark Representation: A clear representation of the trademark you want to
register.

o Goods/Services Classification: Identify the classes of goods or services under which
you want to register your trademark according to the Nice Classification.

3. File the Trademark Application

o Form TM-A: Fill out Form TM-A, which is the application for trademark registration.
o Fees: Pay the required fees, which can vary based on the number of classes you are
applying for. You can pay online through the official website.

4. Examination by the Trademark Office

o Examination Report: After filing, the trademark office will review your application and
may issue an examination report.

o Response to Objections: If there are objections, you will need to respond within the
specified time frame.

5. Publication in the Trademark Journal

e |f there are no objections (or once they are resolved), your trademark will be published in
the Trademark Journal. This allows third parties to oppose the registration.

6. Opposition Period

e Thereis a4-month period during which any party can file an opposition against the
trademark registration.
7. Registration Certificate

e If there are no oppositions (or if you successfully defend against them), the trademark
will be registered, and you will receive a registration certificate.



http://ipindiaonline.gov.in/tmrpublicsearch/frmmain.aspx

8. Renewal

e Aregistered trademark is valid for 10 years from the date of application and can be
renewed indefinitely for additional 10-year periods.

Additional Tips:

e Consult a Trademark Attorney: It may be beneficial to consult with a trademark attorney
to navigate the process effectively and ensure that all legal requirements are met.

e Maintain Records: Keep thorough records of all communications, filings, and documents
related to your trademark application.



